Betty J. Allen
February 11, 1925 - April 22, 2018

Betty J. Allen, 93, of Orleans, passed away at 2:15 AM on Sunday, April 22, 2018 at Paoli
Health and Living Community.
She was born February 11, 1925 in Bertha, Minnesota, the daughter of Albert and Ethel
(Todd) Hollister.
She married Robert Kelley on November 23, 1945 and Chester Allen on July 21, 1973 and
both preceded her in death.
She was a school teacher in Minnesota for several years. She enjoyed working for over
twenty years at Alexian Brothers Hospital in San Jose, CA. After retirement from there,
she became a farmer in Orleans, Indiana. She enjoyed selling her baked goods, flowers
and produce at the Orleans Farmer’s Market. She was a member of the Orleans American
Legion Post 69 ladies auxiliary and served as a past president.
She is survived by her loving children, Victoria (George) Hoefling, Sharon (Jack) McCann,
Penny Kelley, Deborah (James) Garcia, Reginald (Barbara) Kelley and Paul Kelley; three
step-children, Alfred (Sally) Allen, Robert (Rhonda) Allen and Cindy (James) Wallace; one
daughter-in-law, Jeanie Kelley, and one brother, Warren Hollister. She is also survived by
twenty-five grandchildren and fifty-four great grandchildren and two great great
grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by husbands, parents; one son, Kent Kelley, one daughter
Roberta Kelley, one stepson, Arthur Allen, five siblings; Crandel Hollister, Pete Hollister,
Bonnie Wagner, Dorothy Voelk and Patty Madden.
The funeral will be at 1:00 PM on Sunday, April 29, 2018 at Ochs-Tetrick Funeral Home
with Pastor Ronnie McLain officiating. Burial will follow at Fairview Cemetery in Orleans.
Memorial contributions may be sent to the Orleans American Legion Post 69
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Comments

“

Betty was an amazing woman, mother, wife, friend and co-worker. I have had the
privilege of knowing Betty since I began my career in 1968 in Calif. She was an
inspiration to many, always offering a kind word or being helpful to all her patients
and staff. She had an amazing green thumb then even. Her cherry tomatoes were
out of this world! She also baked the best pies!! She always had a dream of opening
a Bed & Breakfast one day as she loved to cook and bake and care for others. This
dream may never have come but she still accomplished what she wanted through
friends, family and the retirement life of hard work on the farm. She always talked
about the farmer's market and was proud of what she and Chester did. I will always
miss her phone calls and letters, that usually started with "Top of the day to you". I
am thankful for the times I was able to visit the farm and spend time with them. On
one of my visits to the farm, I attended a meeting with her, at the Orleans American
Legion Post where she presided as president. I was so proud of her. I feel blessed
that I was able to be with her at the end, to hold her hand, try to bring her comfort
and tell her thank you for all she meant to me. RIP, Betty. You will be missed.

Sue Kaldy - April 26, 2018 at 11:13 AM

“

From the Instructors and Students at NBCT purchased the Medium Dish Garden for
the family of Betty J. Allen.

From the Instructors and Students at NBCT - April 26, 2018 at 08:37 AM

“

Todd & Cherie Hollister purchased the Pretty Please for the family of Betty J. Allen.

Todd & Cherie Hollister - April 25, 2018 at 12:36 PM

“

I and Arthur remember Betty being in Extension Homemakers. Our family had spent
times with Her and Chester, working a small garden and just visiting. Our grandkiids
loved going over to their home and just visiting. Betty will be greatly missed. Oh,
Betty and Chester took berries and other vegetables to the Orleans Farmers Market,
for years, as well.

Bev Baird - April 23, 2018 at 10:31 PM

